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FPP Regional Roundtable Workshops
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Building Your Facilitation Skills:  
The “What” and the “How” 
of Financial Literacy





SUFS Mission

Step Up For Students empowers parents to pursue and engage in the most appropriate 
learning options for their children, with an emphasis on families who lack the financial 
resources to access these options.

Four Scholarships Options:

• Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program (Income-Based Scholarship)

• Gardiner Scholarship Program (Special Needs Scholarship)

• Hope Scholarship Program ( For victims of bullying or violence)

• Reading Scholarship Accounts (For public school students in grades 3-5 who 
struggle with reading)
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Empowering Families and Students



• Conscious empathy involves the following:

• Listen but see the person as able to handle the situation 

• Resist seeing them as victims in distress 

• Partner with them by providing techniques

“The near enemy of empathy is pity” – Conscious Discipline (2015) Dr. Becky Bailey
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Breaking Down Barriers Through Conscious Empathy Created by Becky A. 
Bailey, Ph.D.





• The scholarship can be used at approximately 1,800 participating private schools across the state.

▪ The scholarship will pay for the following school expenses, in this order until maximum award amount is 
reached, or until all fees are satisfied, whichever is first: 

- 1) Tuition; 2) Books**; 3) Registration; 4) Transportation; 5) Uniforms**; 
- 6) Testing; 7) Other. 
- (**Applicable for books and uniforms sold by the school, not a third party vendor.)
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Income-based Scholarship (FTC)
How The Scholarship Works



• Income guidelines:

• Household income for the family must be at or below the income criteria found in the chart.

• A student may also qualify if: 

• a member of the household receives SNAP (food stamps), TANF, or FDPIR

• the household income qualifies for free or reduced-price lunch
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Income-based Scholarship (FTC) Eligibility Criteria:

Total Gross Monthly Household Income
2018-19 scholarship income guidelines



▪ There is no income threshold for a child who is in foster care, out-of-home care or homeless. 

▪ Foster or Out-Of- Home Care Documentation Requirements: 

• Documentation to validate the child is in foster care or out-of-home care must be provided. 

• If the child is in foster care, a copy of the foster care placement paperwork must be provided.

• If the child is placed in out-of-home care, a copy of the court order signed by the judge must be provided. Please 
check the Step Up For Students website for details. 

• Homeless Documentation Requirements: 

• Documentation must be provided to validate that the child is homeless.

• The homeless liaison in the public school district to which the child is assigned can create a letter or 
document to be included with their application packet or a letter may be submitted (on letterhead) by the 
owner or Executive Director of the shelter or transitional housing facility.
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Income-based Scholarship (FTC) Eligibility Criteria: 
Children who are in foster care, out-of-home care or homeless



• Applications are no longer being accepted for the 2018-19 school year.

• For new families interested in applying for the 2019-20 school year we have an "interest list". 

• Application is completed online at www.StepUpForStudents.org

• Families should check their email (or login to account) during the application processing period.

• Documentation will be required upon completion of application

• Please note:

• Children in foster care or out-of-home care may apply year round and can maintain the 

scholarship until he/she graduates high school or reaches the age of 21, whichever comes first.

• Children who are dependents of a parent or guardian in the U.S. Armed Forces may apply year 

round
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Income-based Scholarship (FTC)
Application Process

http://www.stepupforstudents.org/




• Florida students 3 years old through 12th grade with one of the 
following disabilities: 
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Gardiner Scholarship Program (Special Needs Scholarship) 
Students Who Qualify

• Anaphylaxis

• Autism spectrum disorder

• Cerebral palsy

• Deaf

• Down syndrome

• Dual sensory impaired

• Hospital or homebound

• Muscular Dystrophy

• Phelan-McDermid syndrome

• Prader-Willi syndrome

• Rare disease or condition

• Spina bifida

• Traumatic brain injured

• Visually impaired 

• Williams syndrome

• “High-risk” 3-, 4-, and 5-year-olds (due 
to development delays, and who are 
not older  than 5 on Sept. 1 may be 
eligible for the year they are applying)

• Intellectual disability - severe cognitive 

impairment (two standard deviations 

below the mean which given the 

specific assessment is usually a Full 

Scale IQ of 70 or below)



▪ Student document requirements either/or:

▪ Student age requirements:

• Students are not eligible to participate in the Gardiner Scholarship Program while enrolled in public school or 
receiving any other state-sponsored scholarship (McKay or FTC). 

• They can participate as part of home education or private school education
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Special Needs Scholarship (Gardiner Scholarship)
Students Who Qualify



• Gardiner Scholarship is different than other state scholarships: 

• Allows parents to customize the education of their children with certain special needs/unique 
abilities by directing money toward a combination of approved programs and providers. 

• For a complete list of approved expenses, to search for approved providers or to 
become an approved provider:

• Such as Health Care Practitioners, APD Providers, SIS Providers, Licensed 
Therapists, etc., visit www.StepUpForStudents.org.
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Gardiner Scholarship Program (Special Needs Scholarship)
For students in PreK-12th grade

http://www.stepupforstudents.org/


• The scholarship amount varies according to grade, county and disability, but the average 
amount for most students for 2018-19 is $10,000.  (Amount may increase in 2019-20.)

• For the full list of scholarship amounts by grade and county, visit 
www.StepUpForStudents.org/PLSA (Section: How much is the scholarship worth)

• Money in the account can roll over from one year to the next, as long as the students 
remains in the program, and the account can remain in place up to four years.
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Gardiner Scholarship Program (Special Needs Scholarship) Scholarship Amount

http://www.stepupforstudents.org/PLSA


• Applications are still being accepted for the 2018-19 school year. However 
eligible students are currently being placed on a wait list.

• For new families interested in applying for the 2019-20 school year we have an 
"interest list". 

• Please note:

• Application is completed online at www.StepUpForStudents.org

• Families should check their email (or login to account) during the application 
processing period.

• Documentation will be required upon completion of application
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Gardiner Scholarship Program (Special Needs Scholarship) Application Process

http://www.stepupforstudents.org/


The Hope Scholarship Program



• Florida created the Hope Scholarship in 2018 to give bullied students a fresh start. The 
first of its-kind school choice program provides scholarships to students suffering from 
bullying at their public school.

• What is it?

• Who is Eligible?

• K-12 students who have reported an incident of harassment, hazing, bullying, robbery, 
sexual assault and more, may be eligible for a scholarship to attend a private school 
or a public school in a different school district. 
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The Hope Scholarship For Bullied K-12 Students



The Reading Scholarship Accounts



• In 2018 Florida became the first state in the country to offer an education savings 
account program for students enrolled in public schools.

• What is It? 

• The scholarships are worth $500 each and can be used for reimbursement for the following:

• Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring provided by a person who holds a valid Florida educator’s certificate, a 
baccalaureate or graduate degree in the subject, an adjunct teaching certificate, or has demonstrated mastery of 
the subject area knowledge.

• Fees for summer education programs designed to improve reading or literacy skills.

• Fees for after-school education programs designed to improve reading or literacy skills.

• Instructional materials and curriculum related to reading or literacy.

• Who is Eligible? 

• Third- through fifth-grade public school students who scored a 1 or 2 on the third or fourth 
grade English Language Arts section of the Florida Standards Assessment in the prior year.

• Students who are classified as English Language Learners, and who are enrolled in a program or 
receiving services that are specifically designed to meet the instructional needs of English 
Language learners will receive priority.
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The Reading Scholarship Account for Public School Students in Grades 3-5



• Collaborate to provide resources to the families we both serve.

• Work together to ensure children with special needs receive the 
supportive services they need.

• Market the availability of scholarships to your employees who may 
qualify.

• Helping pave the way for an educated workforce.
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The Value of Partnering



• For additional information, please visit www.StepUpForStudents.org

• For marketing questions or materials regarding any of the Scholarship Programs:

• Stephanie Love slove@sufs.org 904-352-2250

• For application process and questions:

• www.StepUpForStudents.org

• Scholarship hotline: 877.735.7837

• Email for the Income-Based Scholarship: info@sufs.org

• Email for the Gardiner Scholarship Program: Gardiner@sufs.org

• Email for the Hope Scholarship Program: hope@sufs.org

• Email for the Reading Scholarship Accounts: reading@sufs.org
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